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BOOK NOTICES. 

Nautical Charts. By G. R. Putnam, viii. and 162 pp., 50 Maps and 
other Illustrations, Index and Bibliography, John Wiley & Sons, New York, 
1908. (Pr. $2.) 

Mr. Putnam was Director of our Coast Surveys in the Philippine Islands from 
1900 to 1906. His book should be especially welcome and useful in the United 
States where the literature relating to charts and maps is small. Any good work 
in English treating of map-making should have a helpful influence towards the 
improvement of maps produced by commercial publishers and stimulate apprecia- 
tion of .good maps. Over 1,000,000 copies of nautical charts are now issued 
annually by civilized countries, but though such map products are often mentioned 
or discussed in publications, there has been no book covering the general subject 
of their origin, construction and use. This work supplies the deficiency, and, 
though the topic is technical, the author has succeeded in treating it so clearly that 
all of the information will be readily understood by intelligent readers. 

He treats of the development of chart and map-making, tells how information 
is collected and prepared for charts, notes the processes of their publication and 
correction, gives two interesting chapters on the reading and use of charts and 
indicates the publications which supplement them. The numerous black and 
white maps very helpfully illustrate the text. 

The author says that only a comparatively small proportion of the coasts of 
the world are as yet completely surveyed and even such regions require much 
additional revision. The more thoroughly surveyed coasts include the Atlantic 
and most of the Pacific Coasts of the U. S., Porto Rico, nearly all the coasts of 
Europe, Algeria and portions of the coast of Japan, the Philippine Islands and 
India. A large extent of coasts has been surveyed incompletely, but well enough 
to permit the publication of navigation charts, as in southeastern Alaska, British 
Columbia, most of Mexico, Central America, the West Indies, Brazil and parts 
of Chile, the Hawaiian Islands, China, Malay Peninsula, Siam, the Dutch East 
Indies, Australia, New Zealand, Persia, Arabia, most of Africa, Iceland, Northern 
Scandinavia and Finland. A considerable part of the coasts has not been sur- 
veyed but is covered by explorations embodied in charts of varied degrees of 
incompleteness, such as the north coast and parts of the south and west coasts of 
Alaska, the Aleutian Islands, Siberia, most of the Pacific Oceanic groups, the 
northern coasts of Europe and North America, Greenland, the west coast of South 
America, Venezuela and Argentina. Coasts that are still entirely unexplored are 
confined to the polar regions. 

The Indian in Relation to the White Population of the United 

States. By Fayette Avery McKenzie. 117 pp. Published by the 

author, Columbus, O., 1908. 

A thesis presented to the Graduate School of the University of Pennsylvania, 

giving a sociological interpretation of the Indian problem with a discussion of 

his legal status and of the political, educational, religious and social policies 

realized or advisable in his behalf. An able and painstaking discussion of the 
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whole Indian problem, whose solution, as far as the national government is con- 
cerned, requires chiefly, in the author's opinion, the abolition of the reservation, the 
complete and final allotment of lands and trust funds, the granting of full citizen- 
sh'p, the withdrawal of special privileges and the enforcement of the Indian's 
equal rights in the courts of the land- 

The Alps in Nature and History. By W. A. B. Coolidge. xx and 

440 pp. Illustrations, Maps, Bibliography and Index. E. P. LHmon & Co., 
New York, 1908. Price, $2.50 net. 

There is some question on as to the propriety of the title of this volume, inasmuch 
as the author takes early occasion to assure us that the Alps are "taken as they 
exist and treated as practically unchangeable." He gives us little descrip- 
tion even of the valley and mountain forms as they are, which is somewhat disap- 
pointing after the emphatic disclaimer concerning the physical evolution of the 
region. Changes go on so rapidly, one might say so boisterously, in the Alps, 
that one with physiographic leanings finds it difficult to seize precisely the author's 
point of view. 

The illustrations, admirably rendered, are all of high mountain views, snow 
fields, glaciers, rock slopes and summits, but there is nothing exhibiting the for- 
ests, streams, agriculture or homes of the mountain slopes and valleys. A chapter 
on the "Snowy Region of the Alps" contains some interesting notes on the early 
investigations of glaciers, and truthful comments on their appearance and be- 
haviour, marred somewhat by ascribing to scientific men the view that "in the 
Ice Age, the whole of Europe was really an unbroken sea of ice." It is not easy 
to see how this error could hold possession of an author who knows the Alps in 
the fullness of detail due to the studies and wanderings of more than forty years. 
This chapter refers to some interesting legal queries raised as to glac : ers, such 
as the ownership of land uncovered by their recession, the right to grant conces- 
sions for the harvest and sale of ice, and whether the glaciers belong to commune 
or canton. The author's inclination to rather recondite matters of linguistics and 
political history is seen on pages 27 and 30 in the notice of the variety of sectional 
or national names given to glaciers and avalanches. The extended chapter on 
the "Political History of the Alps," an encyclopedia of detailed facts, might with- 
out much injustice be called a syllabus, in which one event follows another with 
bewildering swiftness. It would be easy to find on almost any single page from 
one to two dozen dates of minor events. There is no perspective, no descrimina- 
tion between the trivial and the important. It need hardly be said that while 
such Alpine history shows much learning, and patient thoroughness, it has little 
interest or instruction for the average reader, for whom the volume would seem 
to be intended. 

The account of the Great Historical Passes is open to the same criticism. The 
title raises expectation of an illuminating story of great lines of movement. In- 
deed, the author proposes to offer criteria for distinguishing between great and 
minor passes ; but soon we are required to accept eight great historical passes in 
the western Alps alone, and when we have finished the chapter we have seen in 
swift review nearly 100 passes and have remembered quite too little concerning 
any of them. The maps of the passes are but flat sketch maps of small regions 
and give no general relations. It would seem better to have offered a general 
map showing the principal reliefs and delineating a small number of the really 
famous passes as they actually link northern Italy to France, Germany and 



